
Cultural Features of the Budj Bim Landscape 

Possums and Koalas 

The Budj Bim Landscape extends from Mount Eccles 
National Park East of Heywood and along the associated 

lava flows to the coast. This is Gunditjmara country, 
the traditional lands of the Gunditjmara Nation. 
Cultural heritage and traditional ecological 
knowledge is very important throughout the region. 
 
The Gunditjmara people have maintained their 
connection to country since European settlement. 
A native title claim was granted in 2007. 
Gunditjmara people manage ten properties in the 
Budj Bim area and have an integral role in 
managing the landscape. 
 
The Gunditj Mirring Partnership Project has 
compiled examples of cultural heritage and 
indigenous ecological knowledge into fact sheets 
to share with the Gunditjmara community and the 
broader community. A Field Guide to Cultural 

Features of the Budj Bim Landscape is also 
available from Gunditj Mirring offices in Heywood 

and Glenelg Hopkins CMA offices in Hamilton. 
 

The Brushtail Possum (Trichosurus vulpecula) is a 
very common arboreal marsupial. It is one of few 

native animals that have benefited from European 
settlement and thrives in urban settings. It eats leaves, 

flowers and fruits in the wild. In urban areas it will eat a 
variety of fruit and also bread.  

 



Possums rest in tree hollows during the day 
and in urban areas often use house roof 
cavities. They are somewhat territorial. 
 
Possums, known as “Kuuramuuk”, 
played a significant role in the daily 
lives of the Gunditjmara people. 
They provided ample meat. The furs 
were used by the Gunditjmara to 
make intricately decorated cloaks. 
Some of these cloaks are stored 
at the Museum of Victoria. All 
parts of possums were utilised 
with very little wastage. The 
jawbone was used as an 
engraving tool and incising 
designs upon wooden tools. 
Bones were made into spear 
barbs. 
 
Koalas (Phascolarctos cinereus) 
are another iconic arboreal 
marsupial. It was caught primarily 

for meat. Koalas, known as 
“Wirngill”, are quite common on the 

Budj Bim landscape. It was the 
skilled Gunditjmara hunter who 

climbed trees to catch both possums 
and Koalas.  
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