
Cultural Features of the Budj Bim Landscape 

Flint Implements 

The Budj Bim Landscape extends from Mount Eccles National Park East of Heywood and along the 
associated lava flows to the coast. This is Gunditjmara country, the traditional lands of the 
Gunditjmara Nation. Cultural heritage and traditional ecological knowledge is very important 
throughout the region. 
 
The Gunditjmara people have maintained their connection to country since European settlement. A 
native title claim was granted in 2007. Gunditjmara people manage ten properties in the Budj Bim 
area and have an integral role in managing the landscape. 
 
The Gunditj Mirring Partnership Project has compiled examples of cultural heritage and indigenous 
ecological knowledge into fact sheets to share with the Gunditjmara community and the broader 
community. A Field Guide to Cultural Features of the Budj Bim Landscape is also available from 
Gunditj Mirring offices in Heywood and Glenelg Hopkins CMA offices in Hamilton. 

 
Flaked stone tools are made by striking a 

‘core stone’ with a ‘hammer stone’. 
Stone flakes were very sharp 

and, when found suitable, 
were skilfully fasioned into 
useful tools for the 
Gunditjmara. Flaked 
stone tools were used 
for everyday tasks 
such as shaping 
objects made of wood, 
bark and bone, used as 
spear tips in hunting 
weapons, as knives to 
butcher game, used to 

scrape and prepare 
animal skins for cloaks, 

containers and decorative 
items. 



They are often made from quartzite, chert, flint, 
silcrete and quartz. Many samples are found near 
middens and aboriginal mounds. If the stones 
became blunt, they could be sharpened again by a 
process called‘retouch’. 
 
This gave the tool a row of small flake scars along 
one or more edges. This process was also used to 
shape a stone flake into a desired cutting tool. 

Contact for more Information 
 
Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners  
Aboriginal Corporation 
R: 4/48 Edgar Street, Heywood VIC 3304 
P: PO Box 216, Heywood VIC 3304 
P: +61 (03) 5527 1427 
F: +61 (03) 5527 1704 
E: admin@gunditjmirring.com 
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